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THE FINAL SIGNIFICANCE OF MAN – by Ray Losey
INTRODUCTION:
RESOLUTIONS – A promise, pledge or oath to complete a task with steadfast determination and perseverance in face of difficulties.
We make resolutions because of the negative and positive consequences associated either with failing or succeeding.

             The Positive and Negative Aspects of Physical Exercise
        Positive

          Negative
                           Stronger

           Weaker
                          Live longer
                   Shorter Life
                           Healthier

           Sickly
                           Flexibility

            Stiff
                            Energy

          Lethargic

                 Stamina

            Tired

With all of the positive benefits of physical exercise it also requires a lot of time and effort to produce little benefit in the long run.
Looking Past Friday Night and Short-Sightedness

Babies – Immediate
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Kids – 2 to 3 minutes

Teenagers – The Weekend

Adults – Pay Check, Vacation, Retirement
The Church – Numbers, Entertainment/Amusement
Long term goals are sacrificed for short term success.
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I. Looking Toward the Kingdom

A. Condition(s) for Entrance into God’s Kingdom –

“Faith Alone In Christ Alone” The Grace Gospel
Faith Alone that is Not Alone? – Another Gospel
They loudly proclaim, “Salvation is by faith alone!” Salvation is not by faith + works. Yet faith is not alone. Biblical faith is defined in such a way as to include works within its definition without actually calling it works.
“Biblical faith has “commitment” or “a personal relationship” or something else. But in the end the result is that the simple biblical concept of “faith” has become cluttered with all sorts of connotations that are foreign to the New Testament word. No wonder many Christians struggle with the problem: “Do I have the right kind of faith” (Zane Hodges, Grace in Eclipse, A Study in Eternal Rewards. Grace Evangelical Society, 2007, p. 14)
Expressions Used to Import Works into Faith

Giving your life to Christ

Promising to Commit to the Adventure of Following Christ

Surrendering or Yielding to the will of Christ

Submission to the Lordship of Christ

Producing the fruits of Repentance - Evidence
“Repentance is the flip side of faith”
Obedience to the “Christian Law”
Heart and Head Belief

· Anyone failing to DO in any one of these is considered a “false professor” of faith.
· They avoid calling works “works” by calling it by a different name and including it in faith.

· And they avoid the stigma of encouraging loose living by offering something. This discourages the abuse of grace. Protecting the Gospel of Grace.
· Salvation that is “by faith alone, but a faith that is not alone” is ultimately and necessarily “Faith Plus Something”.
· The Grace Gospel is “Faith Plus Not One Thing”.
“He who believes in the Son has eternal life” (John 3:36)

B. The Positive Benefit of Faith in Christ – Eternal Life
C. The Negative Consequence of Unbelief – Eternal Damnation

Many Christians are plagued by the question, “Is my faith real saving faith?” it is difficult if not impossible for him to look toward the future Kingdom and build a life worthy of eternal rewards when his entire attention is focused on whether his effort is viewed as somehow a necessary evidence of true faith.
The Grace Gospel frees and motivates the believer who is sure of his salvation to work toward awards, prizes, honor and greatness, instead of looking for evidence their salvation.
“But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13b-14)
 The Benefits of Living for Christ
The Negative Consequences of Not
Participation at the Wedding Banquet    Exclusion from the Wedding Feast
       Praise and Honor from Christ 

  Stinging Rebuke

       The Prize to the Overcomer
      Little or Nothing to Show
           Treasures in Heaven 

      Shame and Embarrassment
         Co-Reigning with Christ

       Millennial Disinheritance
    A Special Class of Resurrection
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II. CO-REIGNING WITH CHRIST 
A. Man was made to Rule - Psalm 8:4-6; Hebrew 2:8
B. The Entire Creation Awaits the Future Reign of God’s Servant Kings – Romans 8:17-21
C. Christians who are Faithful to Him Now will Rule with Him Then – Matthew 19:27-28: Luke 22:28-30
D. The Delay in the Coming of the Kingdom is a Time for investment - Luke 19:11-27
III. Conditions For Ruling/Greatness

A.  In the Kingdom there will be those who are great and those who are least – Matthew 19:3; 5:19.

B. In the Kingdom there will be some who will have responsibility over many things (10 cities Luke 19:17-24) and others will have responsibility for nothing (Matthew 25:20-30)
C. Jesus Specified Three Basic Conditions for Positions of High Honor in the Kingdom:
1. The Servant of Christ must be Faithful to Use the Gifts He has been Given – Luke 19:17-26; 12:48b
2. The Servant of Christ must Become Servants Now – Luke 22:25-27; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 10:43-44
3. The Servant of Christ must be Faithful When Suffering – 2 Thessalonians 1:4-5; 2 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Peter 4:12-1
[Greg Laurie asks the question, “How do we know someone is saved?” – “Being totally committed to doing what is right.”]
1)  Inner Testimony – “spirit”

2) Outer Testimony – “works”, change of will

